
A HORRID PLOT.
Tke Explosion on Bergen Heights

Cansed by Strikers.

WHOLESALE MURDER ATTEMPTED. [
.

Hsw Jersey Laborers Following the Methods
of the Molly Maguires.

ENGLISH "RATTENERS" OUTDONE

An Endeavor to Destroy a Tunnel and
Sacrifice Sixty Lives.

"I have witnessed a great deal of tbo borrors of war;
I have Been cities and towns shelled and sacked, but
novcr have I witnessed sucn devastation a* this,'' was

the remark ot the veteran Colonel Skinner yesterday,
as he stood in the parlor of what was two days i go tiio
handsome residence ol Major Harris on Fulisade avenue,
Jersoy City Height*. Tuo terrible rendroek powder
.xplosiou of Saturday nlgbt was, without question, tbe
most remarkable on record, considering tbe wholesale
destruction of property and tbe miraculous preser¬
vation of human life amid tbo scenos of deso¬
lation. Of the vast multitndo, numbering tllty
thousand persons, who visited the scene yesterday from
Mow York, Brooklyn und Jersey there was not
one who did not marvel that no life was sacrificed.
The fell work of the terrible destroying agent wm so

widespread that the busy reporters were puxzled In
what direction tbey would begin to inako tbeir sketches.
Standing ou tbo brow of liergen Hill over tbo eastern
entrance of tbe new Delawuioand Lackawanna tunnel,
ft One viow could bo obtained of tbe dark streams of
humanity that poured through the hlghwuys below
from every direction, all converging to tUo great cutiro
Of curiosity,

tub rowrtwt rrr,
for tbat ib all that is left to mark tbe plaoa where stood
the magazine in which was stored the explosive com-

pound which has obtalnod the very appropriate numo

at "rendroex powder." This pit is nbout four feet in
depth and from twenty-fivo to thirty tout In diameter,
and is situated nbout sixty feet t'rofn and almost directly
over tho eastern entrance of tbe tunncL The explosive
compound was stored in boxes, each containing 100
pounds. According to the statement of tbe contractor,
Mr. .1 * ,' '.'.Andrew, tbero was never stored in tho

.loro than oight boxos at ono time. Tbo
._i .*oer was five. Tit* itgazine was a brick
Wo, twelvo by ten feet, and w^s from six

to eight feel in height, having a sloping roof
of one-quarter Inch Iron. The cntranco was secured
bv an Iron door, to which was attached a padlock. The
key of this lock was Intrusted to Mr. Oakloy, superin¬
tendent of tho tunnel, aud he In turn delegated tho
timekeeper, one Heynolds, who Is pronounced a very
competent and reliable man, to draw supplies from tbe
magazine from time to time. On Saturday Inst Hey¬
nolds drew some cartridges from tbe maguzino about
two o'clock in tho aitornoon, locked tbe door and
handed the key back to Mr. Oakloy. At hall-past ten
o'clock the same evening, just as tho men within tbo
tunnel wcro about to leuve, having finished tbeir
labors for tbo week, tho explosion occurred. How that
explosion was caused Is a question tbat will rocclvo a

rigid Investigation. It is a question enveloped in
SUHriCIOTH CIBCl'XSTANOICli

that support tbo theory of fiendish malice. Oat of 000
men recently employed In tho tunnel only fifty wero at
work on Saturday evening, tho others being on strike.
The striker*, led by Kdward Maunion, Oil Martlu and
Patricjc Stanton, entered tho tunnel la a body one day
last week, and, mcetiug Mr. McAndrew, demanded an

Incrnnm ot wages. Ho offered to advance tho wages of
the men on the "enlargement," but refused to increase
those of the "puddlers." A controversy ensued, and
McAudrew invited them lor a conference outside tho
tunnel. To this the men agreed, aud were rushing
toward tho entrance, when Stanton cried out, "Hold
onr boys; if he doesn't yield let us clear these
fellows out!" alluding to tho men who refused
to join in the strike. The workmen wero thereupon
driven out. McAudrews had Maun Ion aud Stanton
arretted for conspiracy aud threatening his life. Tho
case was brought beloro Police Justice l'eloubct on

8uturday, in presencuof a crowd of tho strikers, and
tbe evidonce being conclusive the accused were bold to
bail to await tho action of the (..rund Jury. This result
exasperated the strikers, aud thoy turnod In the direc¬
tion of the tunnel.

HIIEiTIIIJU IUUIW.X

Bad tbe explosion been delayed a few minutes later
that nlgbt tbo men who continue at work In tba tun¬
nel would have been ascending the hill, moving to
certain destruction.
"I toll you," said contractor McAndrew to a Herald

reporter yesterday, "tliis organization of strikers Is a
branch or the 'Molly Mugulres.' They succecdod iu
doing a great deal of mischief In Pennsylvania and they
now propose to spread terror among the people of Now
Jersey. If they get an inch tbey will take on ell, and
should they meet with any success tbey will becomo so

tyrannical that it will be unsale lor any man
hostile to their purpose* to . walk tho streets.
If a' k my words; 1 can provo what I say.
Those men made several attempts to coerce mc, and
they boasted tbey would 'run tbe tuunel,' but I
showed them every tune that they had met with the
wrong man. 1 havo built a great many railroads, and
1 never permitted any organization or set of men to dic¬
tate to me in what manner I should conduct my busi¬
ness."
Tho reporter inquired If be entertained any suspicion

that the explosion was tho work or some malicious per¬
son, to which ho replied:.*'I don't like to auswerthat,
but 1 will say that 1 am dealing with desperate
men, some of whom would stop at nothing to gratify
their malice when they are battled."
Several officials of tbe Itelawaro and Lackawanna

Railroad vin tod tb . scene yesterday and made m
minute examination of

Tltli WttMTKXD BUILDINGS.
The bouses which suffered most were those of Mafor

Harris and Colonel W. K. Uogers. forming nn.?#ull<ling.
Not a pane ol ghi^s was left in cither house. Tbe shat¬
ters snJ ssshe* wore shattered to splinters, tho doors
were wrenched trom their fastenings, tho choice carpets
were strewn with broken glass, cornices and planter,
which declined ait farther attachment to the ceiling.
A brickbat had paired through a frout bedroom window
In MsJor Harris' house, crashed through twocloset doors,
and lodged in the back wall I-argo hole* in tbe lath
and plastered partitions suowed that bricks had paid
visits there. The tied in which Major Uarris and bis
WlCo wers lying was riddled with pieces of brick and
broken glass. Tho Major received a severe cut on tho
right cheek, and bis wllo sustaiLed several gtsbe* on
her face from tbe flying pieces of glass. Splinters of
glass Wero embedded iu doors, chairs, bedsteads snd
tven tbe walls. In a roar l»*drr>oin two children were

Sleeping, and they had a miraculous escape. A shower
ol plaster fell trom the ceiling in a heap, crushing
their hitio bodies, but Providenco saved tbelr faces
and bands. Equally miraculous was the rscape
of Colonel Rogers' child, and the latner himself when
he recovered troin hie stupor found he bad sustained
snly a lew slight scratches. Tho Iioum- of Charles J.
Roe was greatly shattered, ss well as the olegant rosl-
gence of Police CammissHiner Hteen ken.

TIIK KltKAKS or THK SHOCK

wers Indeed curious, one leaiuro in conimon to sll tbo
Shattered houses attraqfod peiiem! ('Interval ion.
Bureaus, with their mirrors, were displaced irom tho
wall" to a distance of twelve Inches fa the midst or
tho debris to l»e lound on every side every mirror stood
Intact fa Mr. Hcp|>en)ie'mer's residence on Reservoir
.venue one side ol a loldiug window wa* i-wept across

the floor while the oilier maiutaino.l in position, tho
(lass remaining unbroken.

Ttta adjoining house, owned by Mr. Taussig, was

Shaken ?o badly that -irnio ol the windows were en¬

tirely demolished. opposite is the stately snd spa¬
cious residence of Mr. O. V. maples, and this was

stripped «f every pane of glass/yt* tbe interior of the
building was but luilo damaged. Forty yards sost-

^ ward U 0 lirame building belonging to P. T. Cmnberton,

and tbl« was "tmitM completely roof w e®1"
lar," lo IIH an expressive remark of Jataes
Saucr. The residence of exCaptsln or Polico
Robinson Is fullr 2.000 ,,,,,ant ,rom
tbe scene of the explosion, yet a aione welablng twenty
pounds fell Into an area a few feet in front of bis resi¬
dence. "Had it strtttk the root," he remarked, "t»

would have gone etoM through." Eight houses on the

south side of Wareata* street, westward from the cor.

ner of Palisade arena* were moro or less shattered.
The windows were broken, the doors wrenched and the
ceiling displaced. Freeholder John Feller, whose
bouse Is situated at more tban twice tho distance ol

any of the houses mentioned, sustains a loss of $120
from tho breaking of gla** and tho dislodgement of

plaster.
OTHXK HOl'SSS BUATXItKCO.

Tho mansion of Mr. C. F. Staples, which Is an im¬

posing structure of brick and browu stone, with stables
snd conservatory clmse by, presented yesterday a

strango appearance. Kvery window from top lo bot¬
tom aeoimd only a Raping orifice without a single pane.
I^i jji about tho house. In tho yard, were largo plies of

glass aud heapa of mortar and broken cornices which
had been shaken down. Every light of g'aas in tho
conservatory, too, was shattered.
The dwelling of August Schuler suffered as bad na

any. From cellar to garret tho Inuor and outer walls
are separated by a gaping seam, and in places the wood-
work outside ha* bulged out and seems damaged almost
boyond repairing. Tho coiling is cracked and tho roof
of tho house is broken by several ercvices. Hero, as

olsewhere, an almost miraculous escupo occurred. A
young mau had Just vacated a seat ncur a window when
u shower of stones camo through tho opening.
John F. Polllgrew's bouse, to which reference was

mado bolore, was almolt riddled br tho tlylog debris
Bis wile aud child narrowly escaped doutb Irom a muss

of stones an4 glass which covered tho bed they wero

lying on. Pettlgrew was Injured, but not severely. A
mass of mortar Jell upou biui whilo In bed, cutting hla
lead aud momentarily slunulng him.

All along the streets on the Heights, many blocks
from tho scene of the explosion, windows without

panes and loosoned shufers attest tho violence of tho

shock. A cottage on Oaklaud avenue, one or eight
similar structures, had all its windows smashed In, but
the rost of tbo houses were uninjured.
St Bridget's church, iu Kighth stroot, Jersey City,

had all tho windows brokon and a quantity of plaster
from the ceilings and walls knocked off

St. Francis' Hospital and tho Tobacco Inspection
Warehouse suffered in a similar manner, not a pano of

glass boiDR left whole,
A good joke went tho rounds at tho expense of Cap-

tain Glenny, of tho Third precinct station. Ho was

sitting In tho substation when tho building was

rocked with such violence that tho door bccamo com-

pletely wedged into its frarno. He was, consequently,
unable to got out to Instruct his men In the cmcrgoncy.
and a considerable time elapsod beforo assistance
arrivod. By the aid of three of his men

he was "beared out," as tho Jokors said,
A humorous Incident also occurred at
l'ohlman's Pnrk. A hop was in progress
In tho upper hall, and when tho explosion
took placn tho lighta lu the hall were Incontiuontly ex-

tlngulxbod. "I was playing a game of billiards at tho

time," observed William Taussig, "and I'm mighty
glad I wasn't homo at tho time. II 1 had boon I d
probably have a load of that glass irom my windows
in my head." In tho house of Mr. Hamlin,
on Reservoir avenue, a bolt wrenched from the
hall door was found on tho sidewalk
several feet distant, while tho doors ro-

matnod so fast that they were only o|»ened
by tho application or great lorce. William Thompson,
proprietor of tho "Rock Tavern," assured a Hkkai.o

reporter, with evident eenounness, that his house did
not stand yesterday where it stood the previous day.
The Assures In the walls, without and within, tho
broken doors and shutters and tho heaps or planter on

tho floor ho pointed out as strong proororhls assertion.
Contractor McAndrew hoards in the second story of
this house, and ho la suffering from injuries sustained
by tho shock, but they aro not of a serious character.
Two half bricks entered through tho window

of tho room In which Mr. McAndrew was

sleeping, passed through tno door opposite nnd
fell on tbo kitchen, 4por. The plaster from
the coiling also tell anil caused i*>mo alight
wounds on Mr. McAndrow's head. The broken glasn
Irom the windows also cut htm nbout tho head and
limits, 'i lie landlady, Mrs. Thompsou, was severely
cut about tho neck with tho llyiug class from tho win-

dovvsj her arm was also bruisod and hurt by tho falling
of tho coiling in her room. Her husbaiid oscaped
with a few cuts on tho face. Tho stock of
liquors In tho cellar was completely destroyed,
250 Imttlos of wine wero broken, rour barrels or whls-

key wore lost by the rending of the barrel.*, aa also
numerous kegs of lager beer. The loss on sine* aktnn
in this building la set down at $7<». Tho
building suffered to the exieut or nbout
It inny hero be mentioned that about hall-past
ten o'clock on Saturday night a party of strikers with
Slauton and Mannion in their midst passed by ths Rock
Tavern as thougti going to the mouth of tho tunuel.
Tou minute' lalor tho explosion occurred, and as they
would have to pasa by tho loot of tho bill on which tho
powder house was situated, and which was but soma

sixty loot above thorn, th a lact is somewhat signiU-
:*bant. Then again Ihe circumstance that McAndrew was

living at tho Hock Tavern, which la but a short
dlslanco from tho place whero the powder was stored,
>s also another fact to bo taken Into consideration, fur
mauv ihlnk that It whs with a view to do some bodily
injury to McAndrew that tlio explosion was planned.
The calculations undoubtedly wore that some or tho
scattering fragments of the flying debris would reach
him and perhaps kill him.

WHAT SirKaiSTBXDBXT OAKI.KY SAYS
A Hkkalo reporter callcd on Mr. Oakley, Superin-

tendent or tho tunnel, at his rasidcnco In Waverley
stroot. Ho stated that early In tho ariernoon or Salur-

day ho gave tho key ol tho magax.no to tho timekeeper
(Reynolds), and sent him to draw iho last supply ol
. reudrocit" for tha week. ' You see," lie remarked,
"thai our gang is not relieved on Saturday nights as on

other nights or tho week, aud our tncu gather up
tools and clean things up about ten o'clock. They
were on the |>oint or leaving tlio east end or tlio tunnel,
directly under the magazine, when tho explosion occur-
red. Such narrow escapes aro seldom recorded. Wo
had ouly Ulty men at work, in tonsoquei.ee of the
.lrji,0, j cannot comprehend how the explosion could
occur by accident, though It IS terrible to think that

any mail could bo »o wicked as to undertnko such an act

of vil!auy. I had the key lu my possession irom tl.e

time Reynolds camo from the aagasine on Saturday
afteruoou, but of Bourse tho lock could be picked. Wo
will ho nblc to get along with Ufty men heucelorth, os

the tunnel Is nearly completed."
JAMKS STASTOX, Til* XIOIIT WATCIIMAX,

employed by Mr. McAndrew to lako care or tha
proi*rtv lof. in tlio tunnel, stated in snswer to

tuquirlcs made of him yesterday that his duties
lu no wav required hnn to look alter tho powder
house. Ho was, ho said, only engaged to take charge
of the Interior of tho tunnel. He sometimes passed by
tba powder hooso, but did not visit it regularly. Ho
did not notlea any suspicious purties near tho building

I on Saturday night. cither previous to or after tlio
ejtpl.tsion. At the time tho shook occurred bo
was in iho tunnel. Ho felt that something utimual bad
occurred, lor tho whole structure was shaken. Ho
wailed at Ihe mouth or the tunnel until a police officer
came lo Ihe spot, when ho went lo inform Mr. McAn-
,|rcwol what had occurred. His opinion sppoura lo bo
thit the explosion was uot iho result of accident,
but or design on the part or some ur
tha strikers. It would bo easy, said he,
to sat tho tning going, ror any ono could
easily knock a brick or two out or tho powder bouse
walU and ruu in and llro a fus«i of sufficient length to
allow lime lor escape, and Iho jolt woul.l lie <lone. Ho
had heard no talk amo#i tha men m regard to the
nH.nr boloro It occurred. He thought Ihu tiring had
l»en done simply out ol reveugo ou Iho part of tho
disaffected men.

TltS rOI.ICH THSOBT.

of tha axptnalon, so lar as could bo ascertained. Is
thai the place was intentionally llred by soar.a of t!<c
strikers, and that ono ol thuir mi oilier purposely
placed lit the building a cartridge, without Which Ihe

js.wder could not have been oxploCod. SergWnt
Thorn) (on, of tho Tlnrd precin. t. with the «holo
Ol ilie reserves, was on tbo ground yesterday pre-
serving order among the Itninen-o crowd, thai
Viil<od I lie scene, and ulso oftdravorlag lo litol u dew
lo the perpetrator ol the outrage, bul so lar Without re

suit as regard* the latter. I" fact, beyond the sus

pnioa that tlio strikers Had a band in the business
tbeiu la nothing to bane inquiries ep«>n. Patrick Stan-
ton and llllm .rlln. th«* leaders af the "irikeri, nre said

to b« notoriously bad characters, and their mor*B«u
on the aight of the explosion are to be lnTMi|*H&

bow lows* jKaair citt suwksd.
A most singular and iu yet Inexplicable feature of the

catustropho was the zigxug direction the shock pur¬
sued in Its work of destruction, From the "Rock
Tavern" It had an unobstructed sweep across the tlata
till It struck the Erie workshops, and sent glass flying
from the roof and windows. Acroaa the street Is a
mrge brick building, owned by Patrick Crown and used
aa a grocery store. Here glass and aash alike In the
window of the storo yioldcd. Delta's grocery store, on
tho next corner, experienced a similar visitation. The
shock was felt in Monmouth street, as fitr south
ss Fourth, where a kerosono lamp was hurlod
from a bureau. It then rebounded eastward, and when
it reached Grove street swept along with savage fury.
Sir. Tottcn, who owns buildings at the oornor of Grove
and Eleventh streets, Is a sulferer to the extent of four
hundred dollars, Michael O'Grady was so stunned, and
his Isrge grocery store adjoiniug the Erio Hallway so

ahaken, that ho bolieved tho day of dootn bad couio.

Hardly a building escaped, from Pavonia avenue to t'ie
Uoboken lice on Orove street. Ttio lights on tho Jer¬
sey City ferryboats wero suddenly extinguished, as well
as the lights In a largo number of streot lamps. Hun-
dreds of stores und private dwellings were consigned to
sudden darkness.

WIIO IS RBSFOXSIBLK?
This was, after all, the main question discussed yes¬

terday. The Injury to proporty Iu Jersey City will
amount to $350,(XXX Contractor McAndrew cuiinot bo
mod successfully for thvsa losses, inasmuch as an

ordinance was passed by the Board of Aldermen author¬
izing the storago of certaiu expiosivo materials under
Uxod conditions. These conditions havo not boon
violated, so that tho city, through its legislative
board, having assumed tho responsibility, is
tho only party liable in legal proceed¬
ings. The owuers of damped proporty will
hold a conlerence to-day to devtso somo measures look¬
ing to relief. A meeting of ibe Holioken proporty
owners is called lor this evening, at Hie Otto Opttago
Garden. The honscs In whieli Major Harris and Colonel
Rogers reside bolong to tho Delaware and I.ackawaiiua
Hailroad Comp.iny, which will sustain the loss. Ttio
buildings aro to bo repaired immediately. Mr. UriflHb,
master carpoater of the railroad, Inspected the houses
yesterday and decided ou ttio improvement and repairs
required.

IMPItESSIONK KttOM THE SHOCK.

Owing to tho lateness ol tlio hour not many peoplo
wero abroad at tho tuao ot tho exploslou, but llioso
who witnessed it spoak ol It as an event tho memory of
which will lu*t tor a lifetime. "1 wad In Chicugu at tlio
time of tho tiro," said Mr. Rodders, whose house was

so badly damaged, "and I was present during mniiy
horrible scones there; but never did I behold such
a terriblo sight* as that I witnessed last
night. I had fallen asleop just boforo the explosion,
and w.is awakened by a bliower of glass, mortar and
debris railing all around mo. Thore was an awful rum-

bio and roar outside, and as I hurried to tbo window,
from which overy pane of glass had boon blowu, a

dark cloud of tmuku rushed in, and I was barely able
to discover through the murky air a column of fU.'iio
shooting up to the sky. Perhaps It was through ex¬

citement, but tor sonio moments 1 landed tho
ground heavod. All about the house I heard the crash¬
ing of glass and furniture. Outsido and In, tho ilarkuoKB
was Intense, and every moment a shower of dun came

rattling down upon tho hou»e. It was aomo time be¬
fore I could divine the causo ot tlio uproar, but when I
wont out and saw ruin all around 1 fancied that llle as

well as property had been very generally sacrificed."
Mr. Charles Howe, clerk of tho Board oi Free¬

holders, was coming homo with Mr. C. F. Staples,
on Saturday night, and had reachcd a point directly
opposite tho magazine when tho explosion occurred.
In a conversation which the writer had with Mr.
Howe, ho said, "Wo hail reached the corner au<l were

convolving when a strange burst of sound, unlike
nnythiug I ever beloro heard, ruug out, and
Mr. Staples, whose faco was in rued toward tho hill, ex-

claimed, 'My God, what can that be?' Now, I havo
boon opposed to having that magnzlno there. For
years I have spoken of the dangerous consequences
l:kc>ly to result from its proximity to the houses of the
neighborhood, and at once tho true state of tho case

flaabod up< n inc.
'IT IS Till MtDAIIXt,'

I criod, and at tho samu moment a dark red flame
sprung upward fully tho dbtuuco of a milo, and mat
terriblo concussion which was hoard so tar uway oc-

curn-d, it seemed, in mid air. At tho same time all the
lights along the aveuuo went out and a dense volume
of Mack smoke rolled up tho hill and spread all about,
At the first alarm Mr, Staples had hurried olf to bis house
and for an instant I was stupcQod with tho noise aud
darkne>a. But, expecting tho dangerous shower ol
stones and lulssiies, I crept under a fence and lay
there, while from all sides reminded tho cruih of

gins* and tho smashing of furniture. And then in tho
midst of the darkness hcjan a shower of dust and
debris, which fell all around me and seemed to till
tho air. Thu smell of powder, too, was very perceptl.
tible. and for a short spaco of time tho glare of tho
llames seemed playing u| on tho odge of the smoke
wreaths, and casting a strange red glow upou tho sky.
As soon as salely would allow I left my plaeo of se¬

curity and burrieJ home. Hut what a sight that avo-

nuo was! Peoplo, with palo faces aud dis¬
ordered drots, rushed from the houses or

stared In affright from tho shattered windows,
and all over tho plazxas and iu the gardens in

front wero broken shutters and fragments ot glass
and tiling. 1 reached thu house only to And tlio rooms

strown with glass and mortar ami tbo celling In most
of the rooms tallcn down. 'I his disaster has been very
damaging to property, hut, through wliat can only be a

miraculous intervention of Providence, not a life has
been lost. This explosion is only an event that many
people living about boro havo anticipated."

Mr. Staples' story of thu disaster agrees in tbo main
Willi Mr. Howe s. Ho says that the concussion win not

folt on tbo ground, but seemed to take piaeo in mid
air, and he slates ibo conformation of tho ground
around tho magazine as the only thing that saved wholo
blocks from being swept down. From the spot where
the powder house s.ood tho ground rises Into
a succcsion of little hillocks up as far as Pali¬
sade uvcutle, and these broke tho violence
of tbe explosion and prevented the houses along
the struct Irotn suffering as they might have. A
curious effect of tho exploslou was its action upen
doors and lurnlture in tho#ntcrlorof tho houses, which
wero far removed from windows or other openings,
and the turroundiiigs of which remain lutact In
the residence of Johu K. Pettigrew an Inuer
door was partially taken from its fastenings,
and twisted into a shape diatorted beyond nil clianco of

recognition. In tho same bou«o a portion ol tlio wall,
directly opposite tho scene ol tho explosion, was shut
ten d as It struck by a mass of Mono. In all the houses
the walls were studded with broken hits of tfsss. In
one case the gla^M covered a portrait which had been
partially snatched from tho Iramu and driven iuto tho
cciling above IU

THE DAMAGE DOSI IN HOIK>KF.N

by the exploslou is computed at from $|H,U0U to $20,000.
Hobokcn Is about the same dislanco from the scono of
the explosion as Jersey fity. The following Is a gen-
cral report of thoelUclol the air wave caused by tho
explosion:.
The wiudows on the south side of Si Mart's Roman

Catholiccliurrh wero terribly shattered. The hospital
of .St. Mary's adjoining and connected with the church
siillerod considerably.

All tbe lamps in tbo park In tront ol St. Mary'a
church went out.
Four hundred dollars worth of Frenob plate glass

windows on Washington street, near First, wero smashed
in. Tbe la-s is covered by Insurance.

F. FlMkm' grocery store adjoining bad many of Its
win lows driven In.

lu McClo-key's house opposite portion* of ceilings In
tbe dillereni room* fell down.
Tho windows ol KurmgVi liquor storo look as II they

ha I been |H!ltod with stones.
A gathering ol the aiemliers of tho German Club was

being held at their club lr>u»e, and when they heard
the ei plot ton they ran tow ird the wharves of the Ger¬
man steamers, under tho belief that another dynamite
explosion had occurred situil.tr to that at firemen on

the Mo« I.
I .urge plate gla«s windows at Haman It Siohury's

drug stoie, at the corner ol Fifth and Washington
street*. were broken in.

Kckuikli'ii liquor More, at Kipbth and Washington
streets, li.ul $IM) worth of plate glas-. broken.
A great many clocks stopped wltb tbo lorco of tbe

e\ pi ok rin.

The street lamps were nearly all pwt oat, also tbe
Icht In tho terry house.

At Boverdyck's store, So. lit Washington street, the
plate glass windows wara brokon.

l'late glaas windows were broken In many cases when
adjoining windows of thin ordinary glasa eacaped.
The Sinclair House, a hotel near larry, had n great

many windows broken.
riBioca rmoxHi.

A fearful and unbearable stench waa experienced on

the meadows to the rear of lloboken shortly after the
ezploalon.
A carriage belonging to Jacob Smidt, No. Ill Wash¬

ington stroot, waa driven from tbe street in front of
the stable into the stable, carrying away a bandlo of
the door In Its program.

Mr. Timothy Foley's windows, at Sixth and Willow
streets, also a number In tbe bouso of Alderman MeMa-
hon, at Monroe and First streets, were broken in.

Mra. Wirth, wife of a baker, of First street, near

Grand street, was sitting in front of her storo when the
explosion look place, and became so dased with fear at
tbe territio report and crash of glass that she fainted
and remained unconscious lor several minutes. Ter¬
rible havoc was raised iu Ueerman'a windows, opposite
Mrjv, Wtrth's store.

In the nioadows Mr. George Bar's door was blown In
and a stove In tbe room blown down.
A keroseuo latnp lu the bouso o( Mr. John Sullivan,

a butober, residing in Monroo street, was blown off tbe
tablo on to the ground. Tbe wtudow of the room was

open when this happened.
A man who was standing at the corner of First and

Grand streets, looking up at tbe I'aluades, saw tbo ex¬

plosion while talking with a friend. Ho told a Hkkai.d
repo. ur that tbo explosion looked like a solid sheet of
lightning, whilo the smoke which camo from it was of
a black color and hung compactly together, floating
over toward lloboken.

Ill Kreselb ch's shaving saloon, at No. 160 Washing-
ton stroet, several poople were having their hair cut and
being shaved whan ihe explosion occurred. In an

Instant a crush of glass was beard, and the lights of
the gasoller went out. Everybody in a scared con¬

dition rushed for tho dour undvr tbo belief that a

inino had been sprung under tlio house.
Tbe lights of tbo Hoboken ferryboats went out
Mr. UoiTkon, of No. "Ml Bloom Held street, wbile walk¬

ing In Washington street, bad a pieco of glass driven
into bis left eyelid. Tbo wound is considered a serious

one.

Every storo in tho lower part of First street, but
one, has broken windows. A good tuauy doors were

thrown dowu in tills neighborhood.
Tho Uobokenltes devoted no Bmall part of yester¬

day to dixcu-Hng tho question, who should pay for tbo
brokcu windows, the landlord or the tonant.

IN NEW YORK.
The effects of tno tcrrillc shock which Tor a moment

set Manhattan Island iu vibrution wero many and
varied, ami speculation as to the causo took a wide
rango. Iu the hotels guests ran from their rooms iu
alarm to Inquiru what disaster bad occurred, and
many, (caring it wits an eartuquake, mentally
saw the eartii opening its jaws to swullow» them.
Tbo force of the explosion whh so great ibat people
throuyliout the entire city wero at tint uuder tlw
Impression that it had occurred In their Immodlato
vicinity, uud tbo wildest excitement prevailed ks to
what it was nnd Just where it happened. Thut it was
cloco at baud everyone agreed, but u» one could bo
found who could give any Iniormation. One curious
fact In relation to tbo Impression It left on

the minds of the people within doors is that
tbo Ihofck came from a forco applied directly
above them. Numbers rushed out of their houses
fearing the roots were falling or being crushed In, and
others ran up to the upper Doors under tbo impression
that the plaster was crushing down Iroin iho ceilings.
On the curs and ferries, iu the strcotH and avenues, in
stores and theatres, and wherever the thunderous nuiso
was heard, people stopped and, with startled laces,
wondered for a moment what could have happened.
Tbcir busy tongues soon begun to seek for Information,
and, as no explanation could be had, tho wildest
rumors wero eagerly accepted for the truth, and, meot-
log with no opposition, grew wonderfully In extout
and number. Iu tbo theatres tho audience JutniKd to
their feet and turned with alarmed faces toward tlio
doors, Some rushed toward tbo street, thinking tho
structures wero falling In upon them, while others
stood Iu fear, not knowing what to do or to expect.

At Wallack's Theatre tho greatest excitement spread
throu/h the audience. It wus feared thut tho boilers
used in the Russian bath In the Hamo building had ex-

plotted, and that tbo walls wore nl>oul to fall iu and bury
the peopk, but after a moment the welcome asHuraneo

came that nothiug had happened Iu the other part of
building. The effect on the water of the Rast and
North rivers was peculiar. Tbo air seemed to press
down upon It from tho Jersey shorn and push
It toward the New York and Hrooklyn
shores. On board the terry boats crossing
the rivers a shock followed tho >-ouod as if a collision
with sumo (touting lumber or small craft had occurred.
Tbo Itiiprtssion was so strong that boats were backed
and search made to And what bad caused tho jolt to
the vessels.

Til K DAKAGS 1ST THH CITT

was confined to the neighborhood of the North River,
within a half a mile above and below Canal street
lilais was smashed, windows were thrown Iroin tbelr
sashes, and In some cases doors were violently forced
open by tho lorce of the curreut. No one, so far as

heard Irom, was Injured on this side of tho water,
TIIK police AMilMIt

Tho following somewhat conflicting accounts of the
explosion were received at Police Headquarters, on

Saturday night, from the different precincts:.
Krom Thiriy-tlflh, at Klngfcbridge:."Tho light from

explosion was In ihe direction of High bridge from
here." #
From Ninth, Charles street, near Hudson:."It Is

supposed that explosiou came Irom Jersey. Two sashes
at No. West street and soveral lights at No. 401
Went street were broken."
Krom Kilth, l<eonard street, near West Broadway:.

"Explosion was In Jersejt; cause unkuown."
Krom Thirteenth, corner of Attorney aud Delancoy

streets:."Explosion was In Brooklyn."
At seventeen minutes'past twelve tho correct ac¬

count was received from tho Fifth precinct, saying:.
"That was a magazine; Bergen tunnel; supposed to
hnvo been Ured by strikers."
Several ol yesterday morning's roturns contained

accounts of the affair. Captain Thaddeus C. llavis,
Captain of the Thirty-second precinct, ou the corner of
162d street and Tenth avenuo, sent tbo followiuir
account:."At a quarter to eleven I'. M. tins station
liouxe wus shaken as If by an explosion or earthquake.
The shock rattled the doors and windows, awakeuiug
ail the men In the building and causing great coiister"
nation ill tho neighborhood. UuUjc not ascertained."

t'upiain Caffrey, ol thn Kifth precinct, made a very
thorough Investigation of tho effects or tbo explosion in

that quarter, lio writes:."Krom tbo effect of an ex¬

plosion hi Jersey at 10:1» P. M. tho glass In the win-

(tows of tho lollowtng preimsos was demolished: -Now
M Warren Street, No*. 47 and 40 Harrison street, No,
US DeSbrosOes street, Nos. 2(W, ."J 1, 250, 2G4, 274, 27s,
2S7, -li- audM West street. No. 409 Canal street, Nos.
t»l, ::4U. 41U, 41* and 41AOreouwicli street, No. :t!Cl

Washington street. No. 67 Hubert street, No.
Beacn street, Nos. 84 and Hit Hudson street. At No.
35H West street tbo Shock mud the celling to fall. At
No. 24 Jsy street, No. 27 Harrison street and No. 1
l>'otiard street it threw the shutters from tho doors and
windows into the street"

JSFFKCT IN BROOKLYN.
The terriflc explosion was Iclt with much fore* in

every part ol tho city of Brooklvn So great was tbo
coocu-sion ol the atmoephero attendant tliereon that
the lights were extinguished on board several of tho
Brooklyn ferryboats. One of the Union ferry masters
remarked yesterday that, no near did tbe report sound
at the South ferry, they at Hrst supposed ir,m« lar^o
river steamer near by had burst her boiler, and they
bejraii to look lor the wreck. Kor an hour tbe suspeote
prevail.in; upon all sides In Brooklyn was truly painlnl.
Tbe polnu telegraph wires were set in operation
and Inquiry was made at every precinet as to whethor
any expbstioii had Jaken place wiibln the district Of
course negative answers wero attainable by tbe |iollce.
"What could It be?'' was the query beard upon all
sides. Tho people In many Instances rushed from
their houses Into the street u¦> the windows rattlod and
the houses shook to tbelr vcrv lonndatlons. Tho
dwellings along the river front appear to have felt the
shock with more lorce than those further removed
Irotn tbe water. On the Hei*ht«, hi the fashionable
msnsli ns ot the wealthy, the nerves of the occupants
wero fearlally unstrung by tbe sadden report, and
many of tbe more timorous imagined that tbey had
heard the "crack of doom." But as noth¬
ing followed the grand shako op in tbo

way of demolition or destruction ihe people exelUdly
resumed their wonted positions indoor* and discussed
the probabilities. liy midnight It via known at tlia
Jerry houses, and consequently In maujr othor locali¬
ties, that the explosion bad uccurrod In Now Joraay
and tbut there bad been no loss of life aa far aa knowu.
The terrible force of the eiplo.loo ol nitroglycerine
In thia coae awoke suggestions and speculations aa to
the probable effect of the coming of the blast at Hell
Cate In July next One cltiz-u remarked that it would
not bo aale to be on Uleckwell's Island when that
evont takes place. Certainly much trepidation lias
been engendered by tbo discovery of the foreo ol tbo
material to be used there. There was a report that the
magazine on Ellis' Island had gone up Another rutuor
was that It Mae on Governor's Island, and Hill an¬

other story located tbo trouble at tbo Navy Yard.

EMDKMCZ8 OY MOLLY ViOUIKIljH.
Whether there actually exists In Jersey City a chap,

tcr of that notorious organization known an the Molly
Magulres is not definitely known, but from (he devel¬

opments or Saturday night it Is cl.arly eviuent that
those who bad to do with tho plot we>e led on

by the same motives, ami proceeded to consiimmato
their llondish designs in precisely the same manner as

tlio Molly Mugulre of tho 1'eunsylvauia coal Ueliis.
Llko him this band of wlciccd men seized u|aiu tho
most devilish plot that their surrrundings afforded,
and, like him, they sought to pay off a

long catalogue of Imaginary grievances by taking their
revenge at a tlmo when thoir enemies were in bed,
and when all tho conditions of circumstance and place
promised tho most wholo'.ilo destruction fprivato
pro|M.-rty and the groatest possiblo lossofhuinun lile,
1 ho moro tho careful luvestigutor strives to p netrute
the mystery of tlio explosiou tho more evident does It
appear to him that instead ol bo na tho result or acci¬
dent it was the product ol a deep aud dellbcralo
scheme, In which its pioJectoM were par¬
tially bafllej by tho merciful providence of (Jod.
Among the many terrible things which during the last
lour years havo taken place in the Pennsylvania coal
region.", there is nothing ho ternblo as the explosion
which occurred in Now Jersey en Saturday ni^hL Uuo
must ,,.t on|y rc.oct u|Hm ,h# llc,uu| dajI).^# th(U w
done, but must also take Into consideration tho purports
ol the schemers when thoy secretly touched Ihe slender
luse which commnnlcatod directly with tho magaxiuc.
If, as all circumstances go to provo, the explosion wt.e
not accidental, but deliberalely hi ought al«mt, in it Is
*ocn tho highest ground that Molly Magulretsm has
ever assumed, either in Cavan couuty, Irelund, where
t loimd its birth, or In tho numerous districts ol tho
anthracite coal Holds, In which It most yrospoiously
flourishes to day.

tub moi.lt XAoriKK.
Tho Molly Mnguiro is a man destitute of everv In-

.tlnct of honor, industry or principle, lie is ostracized
from society and excommunicated from tho Church.
Ilence, by virtuo of blM position, ho is a vagabond. Ho
delUs tho laws of the State; he ridicules tho authority
of tho priest, and, lor tho most pari, derives his sus-

tonauco Irotn the plunder despoiled Irom his victims.
No one iu dayllnht is moro humble and honost than lie
but no ouo at night Is moro subtle or de.<|>eratc'
The face so open and Irank iu the sunsh.no
la conceded by tho blackest of masks at night, aud tho
lonely traveller rails beneath his blow, at tho most un¬

expected moment, and under conditions Mich a* prevent
tho victim of tho tragody boing discovered until several
days alter the porpetrutlon of tho crime. The Molly
Mayuiro never plaus but to oxecuio. never ongagea in

any schuino that he does not carry out to Its most
desperate oiut Ho applies the torch where it will bring
about tho groatest destruction of property, and he
(unites tho luso whore it wU| summarily end tho
greatest number of human lives. lie not only
murders, but ho cruallus. Ilu/ing onco stricken
down his enemy and robbed him or all hla personal
etlects, he does not hesitato to atrip biiu or bis cloth¬
ing und nail his bauds to a rough wooden rail, as our
Saviour's hands woro nailed to tbo cross. Tho writer in
a single trip through tbo coal regious of Pennsylvania
within tho brief period of twenty lour hours, was

forced to confront tho victims of five murders and lour
crucifixions. Tho malignity of tlio Molly Uagu.re
seems to bo inspired, aud henco ho seldom commits u

murder or a crucifixion that lie does not cut a deep
cross cither upon the breast or forehead of the man ho
lias slain.

Ihe Molly Magulrn la cunning and emotion* tin
never operates, a^e wh.-n tlio enormity of his crimes
Unds some palliation from tho straitened circuin-
stance* with which ho Is surrounded; that is, he con¬

ceive. his diabolical plans and tarries then iuto opera-
tlon When there Is a general strike among the laborers,
*ben the sympathy ol the majority |g with those destl
tote of employment, and when their work, no matter
how heinous, is absolutely certain to elicit some degr.>o
of public sympathy. The parties who, evidently, wen.
tlio direct cuU4o ol tho explosion of Saturday night
even if they aro not kuown as Molly Magulros, laid their
plans, and endeavored to accomplish thoir purpose in
a manner which entitles them to tlio

ItlUUKUr CtiAI-TUiC l!» TUK OKIlk'R.
It Is only owlnff t. tho Intervene, or iWldence

that no lives were lost and that the destruction or
property was a great deal lesa than tho conspirators
designed that it should be. It is clearly an-

parent that tho lip.0 wai ignited at a moment
when the blowing up of the magazine would, under or-

diuary circumstances, have killed at l«,.st sixty men.
Never was Molly Msgmreism so well displayed as on

Jersey Heights on Saturday night This may be justly
regarded as the moit desperate scheme that hat ever
been conceived in this country, and had It not been for
tbo Providence ol Cod, it* execution would no doubt
have been attended by tho most disastrous couso-

THE AOEXT TItAT KXPI/)DED.
A IIkrai.d reporter culled upon Mr. Alfred Itlx, the

Attorney of ihu Atlantic Ulant Powdor Company,
to ascertain something regarding the naturu of the

powerful agent which exploded with such terrlflc forco
at tho Borden tunnel on Saturday night

Mr. Ml* said:."We never sold tho contractor of the
Bergen tunuel an ounce of giant powder, and they had
none to uso. The firm I represent and another In San
Fraucisco uro tho only one* In America that make
dyiiamlte, ait ;t la called in Kuropo, or giant powder, uh

wo name it here.
'¦What was the nature of tho explosive lived, then f"
"It was either vulcau powder or reud rock powder, or

bolh; I think they uso both."
"Are these powder* BliiiiUr to dynamite?"
"They aro somewhat similar; thoy ar* Ignited In tbo

gains way as dynamite."
"How are thosejtowder* exploded
"Hy tho explosion of a percussion nap within a

charge or cartridge or (ho powder. Each cap i« coated
inside with as much lulnunuto of ntcrcury as la con-

tamed In twenty ordinary percussion caps. A fuso la
atiadiel to tho cap and ignited when it is doalred to ex-

plode tho charge. The oxploaion I* not caused by fire,
however. Tone of tho powder run be act on llro and
will burn without exploding, while tho explosion of
one charge hy tho cupped luso will set off others, even

a few feet away, with which they aro totally uncon¬

nected "
"Will an ordinary concussion explode tlioao blasting

powder* f"
"Not such as are properly made. There am come

sorts, however, that aro exceedingly dangoroua to
bundle. When the uitro-iflycerlno la mixed with a poor
absorbent, from which, in Mono of time, it leak*,
there la great danger attending ita uae. Fire will
aet off nttro-glyceritia at tune*; friction, or a sudden
collision with any bard substance, will aUo tviuae U to

explode."
m.Asrixa row una.

The chief Ingredient or all the blasting powdera made
I* uitro-glycerin«\ Till* w..n tjrst discovered In 1847,
but waa never applied for explosive purposes until
MS. In tlmt year Alfred Nobel, a Mwedi.-li engineer,
discovered fbat the explosion of a powerful percussion
cap witbin a charge ol nuro-glycerino would cause it
to explode. This led to the uso of nitro-giycerino lor
blasting, but a great many fatal explosion* lollowud the
Innovation, both hero and lu Kuropo. Itwaalouodto
he a feaifnlly diingeroas le'ent. and it* transportation
and uao would buve had to lie discontinued altogether
but lor tho discovery by Nobel in lSUi of dynamlt*
Tin* I* simply the mlxturo of seventy-
live per rent of nitroglycerine with twenty
live |>vr cent of a porous earth, prudqciug n powder
like corn me.il in a damp slalo. The mixing process
due* not rob the nitro glycerin* of any ol Ita explosive
lorce, but merely render* Its two and transportation
saior. In thka form fir* will not explodo It lu a loo.
.late, ll confined closely, h It i tapped Iron pipe,
however, and tben **t on Or*, It wlH explode. It* ex-

plosion, however targe or small lbe mass, la instant .1

neou*. II aoaruidg* l* placed on top of a flat rook
and exploded It will force Its wit downward through

the rock. It caaaot U used In a gun In cooseqaeNt
of this peculiarity, tor tho smallest charge that coo id
poaaibly bo used would shatter the gnu t« piece* Tit*
writer saw a quantity of giant powder set on lire on a

sheet of paper, and It turned like saltpetre paper,
without the leaat explosion. It can also be struck
with a hammer repeatedly without exploding. During
tho progress of a auIt against Ita manufacturers some

time ago the following tests were aworn to bavo been
made:.
Dynamite waa poured on a red hot Iron plate and*

hot poker wa-i thrust Into U without explosion. A buz
of tbo powder was thrown Irom m elevation on pro¬
jecting rocks until the box wns broken and no ex¬

plosion occurred. Boxes of It have been struck re¬

peatedly with aledge hammers, and weights have been
thrown upon boxes without causing un explosion.

During combustion dynamite produces carbonic

acid, oxide ol carbon, hypo-nitrous acid and water. A
curious iact iu connection with tho exploslun ol
nitro glycerine Is that It will actually reduce the body
of a inau who may bo In tho vicinity of an explosion
into itj component chemical gases, leaving no truco ol
the victim. At tho Bremerbavon explosion, which,
by tbo wuy, was uot un exploslou of dvnaiulte, but ol
litbolracteur, several persons disappeared totally and
no portion o( their bodies bus ever beeu discovered.
This litbolracteur la a highly explosivo mixture, being
made ol nitre-glycerino compounded with a nitrate#
fibre resembling gun cotton.

THE SCIENCE OF THE MATTIH.
Apropos of tho Bergen TunnelexpU»ion,lt may bo

proper hero to say a word or two generally of that
class of explosions effected by common gunpowder and
the v ulcan powder stored on the crest of the Jersey
Ity Heights. An explosion arises simply from the

sudden and rapid expansiou ol tho gnscs contained la

tbf explosive compound. Tho report attending uu ox-

plosion arises from tho sudden displacement of tho air
arid an equally sudden rcoccupation of the spaco pro-
Yiously lilled by It. An idea or the explosive power of
tho vulcan powder whloh on .Saturday night startled a

balf dozen cltie* out of their propriety and set ibe
glaziers rej doing, will bo boat arrived ut by a com'

parison between it and ordinary gunpowder.
KxPKKIMKXTS.

The experiments of Mutton arm Count Rumford (up
nish the moat roliablo data upon this matter. Com.
mon gunpowncr, when exploded, possesses enormous

lorco by reason of ita sudden conversion into gases.
Tlio volume or these gases, even Bupporlng them at tha
time or the explosion to bo at froex.ng point, Is about
450 times that of the powder used. Hut lu the Highly
hoaled condition attending their production these gases
uttala a volume of from 4,000 to 8,000 times that of
tho powder. Hutton has calculated that those
pases expand with a velocity ot 10,000
loot per eooond, and with a pressure of 1,000 atmos-

spheroe; that Is to say, every square Inch of tho re-

Mating body would be exposod to a pressure of 14.360
pounds, or six aud a half tons. Tft0 great forco of gun¬
powder ss an oxpluslvo has boea tested by Count Kum-
ford, In a s.rios of Interesting experiments. In one of
these he loaded a mortar with one-twoutteth of an ounce
ol gunpowder, closod up every aperture, aud placed a
cannon to rest upon tho charge witri ifires.su io of8,ogl
pounds. On being llrod, the mortar burst with a loud
explosion, raising the cannon. In another experiment

1,1led * cyhndrlcsl spane with twenty-eight grains of
powder, which exactly lilted It Upon exploding, it
burst a bar ol iron capable or resisting a strain of 200
tons.

WILAT TIIE rUVOKR COULD HA.VR UOMK.

Theso two experiments sufficiently show tho explo¬
sive force of ordinary gunpowder. Now, it is calcu-
lated that the llthofracteur, or rend-rock powder
possesses from eight to linoei, t,mt.. lhe explosive forci
of gunpowder. Consequently, if used in tho experi¬
ments of CoU'it Kumford, one tweutieth or sn ounce

placed In the mortar would havo raised a weight ol
HI,tHS pounds, ir used similarly, in the second expert-
ment, twenty eight graius ol It would havo hurst a bar

rapahloot resisting a strain ol l.floo tons, or 3.U04.004
pound". Assuming this as a basis of calculation lor the
explosion or Saturday last, and conceding the fact
that only fioo pounds or tho powder woro stored
on Bergen HIU, that amount would, ir flrod in a closo
chamber, havo raised the prodigious weight of
1,342,960,000 pounds. .Some idou may hone* bo formed
ol tho power ror destruction of such a uisss or read"
rook powder; and the Inhabitants of Uobek«., Brook¬
lyn and New York bavo reason to be thsnktul thaiIt
was loosely atore.l The general oobcussioi. at con¬

siderable distances from the theatre uf tho exploslou
and tho breakage of class in the front and roar of build¬
ings, Is easy of explanation. Tho sudden air-
blast caused by the displacement or the

stmosphere and the quasi-Insianianeous rush
of (he air to fill the vw.um created, ox.

plain tho coucusslon. By tno foruier, windows racing
tto Hceno of an exploalon are shattered; by the latlei
those in tbo roar suffer. The majority of people are but
little acquainted with the terrific power or an air blast
More than ono village la tho Alps has been destroyed
by the air blast Irom thu lightning like crash or an ava¬

lanche into tho plain as effectually as ir swept away
Willi cauuon. Sometimes the course of an avalancbo
can bo traced down tho aide of a forest aloog which
it has thundered from the prostrate forms or giant firs,
uulouchod by tbe avalanoho, but raxed by the air blast'
as close as ir sawed off lovel with the ground.
The comparatively small amount of hoary daaiaM

done is a matter for thankfulness when one romemberi
tho Wilmlugton. Del., explosion of May, 1*54, or that
ol tlrescia, In 1T«7, when the lightning exploded
207,uoo pouuds or powaer In that city, dostroying ono-

sixth or it and killing 3,000 people.
Tho Bergon U;ll explosion has set many people talk¬

ing about the Hell Gate blast, which is soon to hike
place. The Hkralo had occasion a short time ago to
advert to this subject, and lor thu sako or tb.*o fearful
of the consequences or the Hell Gate blasting opera¬
tion it is as well that what was then aald should
bo here repeated. General Newton says thero is not

the slightest reason lor fear, ovon on tho part of those

living on tbe river banks nearest the mine. The idea
that the explosive charge will be fired In bnlk is an
crron. ous one. There are .bout 8.000 small charges
not ono ol which will be larger than can oe contained
In a boring or throe Inches diameter, tapering oil
gradually to two inches aud a hair. Tho difference be¬
tween the fxtpular notion and tho real iact is precisely
tbo differences between the effect produced by the linn*
dono during n battle and that which would be brought
about by the simultaneous explosion or all the powder
used In said battle ir fired at onco In a closed chamber]
so peoplo have not tho slightest csuse lor fear.

OBITUARY.

HF.V. TV 11,1.1AM n. Sl'IJAOtlK, D. D.
Rct. William lluel Sprogtie, D. D., . well know*

American clergyman and uutbor, died at hi* residence
(u Flushing, U I , y«*(T"rday, Sunday, 7lh of May. ]!.
wan born in Andover, Conn., in litKk. He wm graduated
at Yale College in 1»I4, Mid for nearly a year thereafter
km a private tut«r in tlio family of Major lawrtuci
Lewis, a nephew of General Washington, who resided
on a part ol tlio original Mount Vernon plantation. Dr.
Sprague afterward studied, for three years, at the
Theological Seminary at Princeton College, N. J., anil
in Aagnsl, Ihlv» *«» ordained pastor ol tin! Presbyterian
church ut Wont spiingiicl'l, Mm. as a colle.tjiiio of
the Kev. Joteph l.attirop, II. I». lie continued
here ten yearn, and In tH2« wan Installed paxtur
or the Second iT'-sliyHyuii ciiurrh at Albany,
where lie nontinue.i until Wi, when he retired from
th« miuiKtry and *.<uie<t tlnwh in Huiliing. The de>
gree ol l» (». was conferred Upon Inni b> Columbia
College iti 1S2H, nud by Jlarvtrd College In' 1k48. Dr.
Hpri^Hwmid anther ol many rHi;ioiiK works; the
iihM noted of wtiic.ii ure the ..Letters to a Daughter,"
which, l»elng leaned anonymously, were aoon altef
punlmlied In Kngiuud ami then republished la America

mi Kngliaft work. Ite*l«l<*< hi* book Works the de
ci a*, d contributed to manv p*rodlo*ls slid published
140 ore.-iam ml sermons and addresses. As a clergy¬
man and mull r liu wti one of tho oldest and mosl
widely known of eur American clergymen.

J"HN A. HKABIXO.
John A. Hearing, ex i.irmiier of Congress from

tho Kirst district of New York, died on tin* tilli insl. Of
his retidenco in Mtneola, I. I. lie was In iho sixty-
second year of his ago, having been born In Qoeen'l
county, In this State, on the 1 lib of May, In the yeat
1M4 Ills father diod when tlx hoy »»> 'lUHe yaweg.
Ho was educated in the public scIhmiIh of New Vork and
cared for by hit gran I parents. Ho ««< bronchi upas
a farmer. Mr. searing held many public positions
previous to liia election as a member ol the New Vork
Sutc Legislature This event took place iu tbo >ear
lito.i. lie wits sul>se<|uently chosen a representative
to the Thirty-tilth Congrev, and served on the cons*
mlttees on {{evolutionary Pensions and Account*.

THE CHINESE QUESTION.
Ha* I'siiaici), Ctl, May 7, MT1

Philip A. Itoich has been appointed a delegate*
rvproent tin Chinese question at f«kli«l(a, TIM
i.uiteno < assert* resigned.


